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Why MT Matters

® MT is one of the most widely-deployed and
well-known pieces of Perl applications in
existence...

® ..and now it’s GPL.

® There is a lot we can all learn and benefit
from as a community.
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© On the Decentralization, Diversification and Colonization of Perl

A5 | begin to prepare my présentations for next week's YAPCLNA conference | feal compelled to
finally throw down the gauntlet and write about important points that seemed to be missed by
most of the Perl community.

On MT Feed Support MT MNews

The next varsion of Movable Typa, version 4,15 (aka "Cal”), will remove the RBSS feed template
from tha defaults, Thers iz no longer any practical resson to have multiple feed formats of the
samea information.

June 12, 2008

If you follow blogging news, you've undoubtediy
heard a lot of concern recently about blogs on other
atforms being hack r ced from seanch
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MT Myths Debunked




MT may be open source

but Six Apart may take
it back again.




MT is only free if I'm

not doing anything
commercial




MT isn’t entirely free




MT went open source

because it's being
abandoned




MT is slow and doesn’t

scale besides CGl is so
old school and static
pages suck.




MT is hard to install




Six Apart is evil and are the
spawns of Ballmer and Gates
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MT Architecture

Template Engine & Publishing
MT::Builder/MT:: Template

Application Layer
MT::App

Object Persistence Layer
MT::Object/Data::ObjectDriver

External
Services




The MT Registry

Madness or pure genius!

How to support widely different user base
needs

More flexible then inheritance
Curtails Plugin APl growth

YAML(::Tiny!) though Perl data structures
can be used

Avoid loading and compiling code unless
needed (Pure YAML form only)




Object Persistence Layer

Built to make working with BerkeleyDB sane
Adapted for SQL usage layer
Forked for TypePad

Live Journal adds expertise -- query
optimizations, partitioning, memcached

Becomes Data::ObjectDriver

MT4 now uses Data::ObjectDriver with a
compatibility and connivence layer on top




Templates

® No code (SQL, Perl, other) needed, just tags

® A very important attribute for non-
technical users

Recently made “Turing complete™

Used for publishing AND app screens now
(Replaced HTML::Template for application screens)

Tag handlers that are pluggable and can be
overloaded

Can generate anything textual




Templates

<mt:entries lastn="10">
<$mt:entrytitle encode_html="1"%$><br/>
</mt:entries>




Plugins Plugins
Everywhere

Callbacks ® Object Metadata

Menus ® |mport/Export Formats

Tasks o WYSWIG Editor

Actions List Styles

Transformers Templates Sets

(Greasemonkey for MT) Archive Types

Preferences/Config File Drivers (Almost)

Authentication Driver

(Front & Back) Asset Types

Junk Filters Text Formatting




Open Source Is Not Just
a License

http://appnel.com/code/log/2008/02/not-just-a-license




Current Activity

Emerging "Still Breaking Eggs"
Culture shift still underway

Product Features/User Experience vs.
Refactoring

Wrapping up MT 4.2 -- performance,
performance, performance (and a bit of
spam)




Getting Involved

® Please!

® Perl engineering insight needed for to
complete shift and restore balance to The
Force

® Join the mtos-dev mailing list

® http://www.sixapart.com/mailman/listinfo/mtos-dev




Resources

® MTOS Project Page

® http://www.movabletype.org/

® Subversion Repository

® http://code.sixapart.com/svn/movabletype

e MTOS Documentation

® http://www.movabletype.org/documentation/

e MTOS Wiki

® http://wiki.movabletype.org/
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